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The Keeping Children Safe Act of 2003, amended as CAPTA, the Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (PL 108-36), was signed into law on June 25, 2003. This law includes the requirement that Nebraska Protection and Safety refer a child under the age of three who is involved in a substantiated case of child abuse or neglect to the Nebraska Early Development Network for early intervention services funded under Part C of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (section 106(b)(2)(A)(xxi)).” Part C is a component of PL 105-17, IDEA (Individuals with Disabilities Education Act).  Agencies providing Part C services are required to provide comprehensive, coordinated, multidisciplinary, early intervention for infants and toddlers with disabilities or developmental delays and their families. 

Between 1/1/10 and 12/31/10, 1956 CAPTA referrals should have been received from Nebraska DHHS Children and Family Services Division to Nebraska Early Development Network (EDN) Part C program for infants and toddlers.
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Why did 403/59% of the 680 CAPTA referrals not receive a multidisciplinary evaluation?
· 112 or 16% screened out after referral
· 233 or 34% had a parent withdraw/refuse to participate in EDN intake/verification processes upon referral  
· 58 or 9% had the child/family unable to be located

Please note:  Nebraska has addressed and corrected the issue of low referrals by developing the automated “CAPTA Referral System” between NDHHS Children and Family Services, and Nebraska EDN. This new system was implemented January 1, 2011 and, for the calendar year 2011, EDN will receive 100% of CAPTA referrals.
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