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State Projects Supporting Smart Topic

· Infant Mental Health Regional Forums around Social Emotional Services and Supports for Young Children Birth to 5 - Series held in 5 locations across the state.  These 4-hour forums were facilitated by Dr. Mark Hald regarding local supports and resources for infants/toddlers and families affected by mental health issues.  
· Helping Babies from the Bench  – Two phases of training were offered in several locations across the state.  Phase 1 was an introductory, all day seminar that focused on the Birth to 3 population and how courts and stakeholders can ensure the best possible outcome for these children and their families.  Phase 2 included a half day training combined with a half day workshop addressing mental health issues, treatment options, CAPTA requirements, medical issues and court practices related to infants and toddlers.  The afternoon workshops were specifically designed for “Through the Eyes of the Child” core teams who worked with the trainers to develop action plans for the improvement of outcomes for children Birth to 5 in their local child welfare/court systems.
· Bridges out of Poverty:  A View of Poverty from the Perspective of Families Living in Poverty and Professionals Challenged to Increase their Awareness of the Impact of Poverty presented by Jodi Pfarr.   The purpose of the training was to build the knowledge and skills of those professionals working with children and families who live in poverty.  
· Impact of Early Childhood Trauma & Secondary Trauma – Presented by Connie Hayek.  Series held in three locations across the state.  Topics for the training included:  definitions, magnitude of trauma in childhood, various types of traumatic events and differential impact, interactions between disabilities and abuse/neglect related trauma, the biological/neurological effects of trauma, psychosocial impact, secondary trauma signs and symptoms, healthy work and coping strategies, and resources for professionals and families.
· Webinar Series:  
· Migrant Families and Young Children - a 2 ½ hour webinar broadcast on February 24, 2011 that included an explanation of terminology, challenges facing migrant families, dual language learning, special health considerations, and opportunities to ensure that young children of migrant parents receive the services and supports needed.  Resources on best practices in engaging and supporting migrant families were also shared.  The webinar was recorded by the Center for Children, Families and the Law and made available on the Answers4Families website.
· Immigrant Families and Young Children - a 2 ½ hour webinar broadcast on February 8, 2011 that included an explanation of terminology regarding citizenship status, a snapshot of data on trends in immigration in the US, effects of the deportation process on young children, traumatic stress in immigrant families, risks in the immigrant population, cultural practices that cause immigrant families to come to the attention of child protection services, and effective strategies for working with immigrant children.  Resources and citations were provided to persons wanting to gain a more thorough understanding of the populations and emerging issues faced by persons new to the U.S.  The webinar was recorded by the Center for Children, Families and the Law and made available on the Answers4Families website.

· Building Quality Relationships between Infants and Incarcerated Mothers at the Nebraska Correctional Center for Women (NCCW) in York, Nebraska and Building Collaborative Relationships between the NCCW and the EDN for Childfind Purposes.  At the NCCW in York, NE infants from birth to 18 months of age are allowed to live with qualified incarcerated mothers in the nursery unit at the prison.  Older children are allowed visitation with their mothers in a separate building.  Specific activities were conducted in collaboration between NE EDN and NCCW to ensure improved developmental and social-emotional outcomes of these infants/toddler, which included: training for the Parenting Program Coordinator and Nursery Instructor in the Love and Logic Curriculum; purchase of the curriculum and corresponding workbooks; purchase of appropriate play materials, books, DVD’s, games and activities for the nursery and parenting areas; and purchase of nursery furniture conducive to constructive play and building relationships (e.g. rocking chairs, toy cupboards, bookshelves etc) .
· Training and Supports for Infants and Toddlers in the Child Welfare System - provision of Guardian ad Litem and Child Protective Services (CPS) training focusing on CAPTA requirements and state processes as well as the medical, developmental, and social-emotional needs of young children involved in the abuse/neglect court system and production of a DVD about the impact of trauma on young children for parents of young children entering the court system.
· DC: 0-3R  - Presented by Dr. Karen Frankel.  2 day workshop that focused on the use of this diagnostic tool (process and system) and its relationship to other tools; engagement in  dialogue that promotes understanding across the disciplines about young children’s social emotional, and behavioral health.
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